
Academic Programs 

 

Al-Ekhaa Schools currently teaches two curricula – the Saudi National Curriculum (Grades 11-12) and the 
International Program grades 1-12 , which leads to the American Diploma for Grades 10, 11 and 12. 

Al-Ekhaa International Program uses the Common Core State Standards (CCSS). The CCSS establishes clear, 
consistent guidelines for what students should know and be able to do in math, English language, and arts 
from kindergarten through 12th Grade. 

The standards were drafted by educational experts and teachers from across the United States and are designed 
to ensure students are prepared for today’s entry-level careers, freshman-level college courses, and workforce 
training programs. The CCSS focus on developing the critical thinking, problem-solving, and analytical skills 
students will need to be successful. 

The standards also provide the necessary tools for teachers to measure student progress throughout the school 
year and ensure that students are on the pathway to success in their academic careers.  

For a more detailed explanation the process, implementation, content and quality of Common Core State 
Standards, please contact the Academic Administration. 

What is the American Diploma?  

The American Diploma Program is one of the three international systems conducted in English and recognized 
nationally and internationally. It allows the implementation of the International Standards of learning and it is 
considered to be a rich and bountiful system originating from the diversification of the educational systems 
existing in the United States of America. It is recognized and accepted in national and most rigorous 
universities around the world.  

This system has ample effects on preparing students for the academic challenges of university and the 
constantly changing world.  

The American Diploma Program begins at Grade 9 and ends upon completion of Grade 12.  A student must 
accumulate a total of 25 credits in order to graduate.  Each acquired credit for a subject means that the subject 
is taught over five (5) or six (6) sessions per week during the academic year.  Each subject is allotted a different 
number of credits as it is required by the system itself.   

Once students successfully earn 25 credits, they will be eligible for receiving the American Diploma. Passing 
in SAT I and SAT II will provide students with a better chance to be accepted in universities around the world. 



Also, the GAT and SAAT exams preparation sessions is dedicated to enable students for admissions in Saudi 
local universities.   

What are the Subjects Taught?  

The subjects taught are English (Language and Literature), Arabic, Mathematics, Sciences (Physical, Biology, 
Chemistry, and Physics), Humanities, Islamic Studies, Arts, Technology, and Physical Education.   

Standardized Tests for college Admission   

A- SAT I & SAT II   

By the end of Grade 11, all students will be required to sit for the SAT I (English and Math). During Grade 
12, students will need to sit for the SAT II as per their international university requirements.    

B- GAT & SAAT   

These two exams are for Saudi local universities admissions, where students are required to take the 
Standardized General Aptitude (GAT) in Math, Languages. Student Academic Achievement Test (SAAT) 
covers Chemistry, Physics, Biology and Math.     

C- MAP   

Students from 1st to 9th grade sit for the formative standardized test MAP three times per year which assess the 
core subjects of English reading, general English language, math and science. this test is designed to assess 
the students’ learning progress and it is based on their Lexile grades. Teachers create the appropriate 
intervention support programs to challenge high achievers and bridge the gap for the average and low 
achievers. 

*  More information is provided in the Parent Guide for MAP Tests.   

  


