
                                  

The Curriculum 

Introduction: 

Al-Ekhaa Schools International Path Program complies with the American curriculum. Accordingly, the 

school adopts the Common Core Curriculum Standards (CCSS) to provide teachers with guidance. In 

addition, the Arabic Language, Islamic Studies and Saudi National Studies Syllabi are incorporated to 

meet the Saudi national educational system requirements. Our student to teacher ratio is 11 to 1. Grades 

1 to 12  follow  the American system and textbooks . 

The American Curriculum is reinforced and integrated with Citizenship (for the Arab World), Arabic 

Language, Islamic World History and Education. The School prides itself on this approach taking into 

consideration the needs and sensitivities of students and parents in this region of the world. 

The School sets high academic and social standards so that upon students’ graduation, they are competent 

in the areas of English Language, Arts, Social Studies, Mathematics, General Science, Computer Studies, 

Biology, Physics, Chemistry, Economics, Quran, Islamic Studies, Arabic and French. Along with those, 

the School strives, within it academic processes, to enhance competency in the areas of citizenship, 

critical thinking, communication, multiculturalism, and technology.  

The General Sciences are taught by dedicated and qualified teachers. The School has its own well-

equipped laboratories, libraries and other facilities which are managed by qualified staff.  

The Curriculum,  Teaching methods and Assessments for all Grades: 

The curriculum, instructional strategies and methods, learning/teaching activities and assessments are 

designed to optimize the learning experiences for all students. All research undertaken on this score 

indicates that the courses and syllabi across all grade levels are designed so that no less than 70 to 80% 

of students will reach average to above average levels of achievement. Students whose achievements are 



below the expected standard, are given extra time and effort for by staff to do remedial work in school 

where parents are kept informed of their children’s progress.   

Beginning with 1st grade, the school offers students a program intended to enable them to read, write, 

understand and speak both English and Arabic. Reaching this goal is a long-term process, usually taking 

expected periods until at least the 8th grade before students are truly comfortable in all three forms of 

expression. 

The acquisition of two languages supported by the School’s commitment to develop life-long skills in 

communication, critical thinking and analysis. All students in the Elementary Section are taught the core 

Arabic curriculum prescribed by the Ministry of Education, along with the American curriculum. 

The program of English Language, Mathematics, Social Studies and Science are supported by P.E. and 

Information Technology. English is the medium of instruction at Al Ekhaa School, and the curriculum, 

coursebooks, resources, other educational materials, teaching and assessment methods and learning 

activities are all designed to develop the target skills appropriate to the students age and grade. It is the 

basis for the School’s learning environment where a child who can read, understand, think, speak, write 

and express himself well in the Arabic and English languages will have a strong support base for learning  

Mathematics, Science, and Social Studies as well.  

Emphasis is placed on the time given for learning and development of English as shown by the 

percentage of time allotted to the English language lessons and the learning activities throughout all 

levels.  

The curriculum on each grade level is designed to convey the requisite knowledge and to build up the 

target skills of reading, listening, speaking, writing, critical thinking, comparison and analysis for all 

students to ensure continuity and progression. This is achieved through a suitable blend of classroom 

teaching methods (Eclectic approach), Extensive reading and related learning/teaching activities with a 

wide range of extra-curricular activities that are integrated into the syllabi at each grade level.   

The coursebooks, resources and other educational material are continuously reviewed, updated and 

replenished according to requirements. Materials used as support aids for the reinforcement of  language 

concepts is gradually being added to classrooms. All attempts are made by teachers to exploit as fully as 

possible the wealth of materials that is available online and through other avenues. Thus, teachers have 



been facilitated to use online resources through increased availability of computers and internet facilities 

during school hours. 

Sat 1 and 2 Preparations: 

The School prepares students for SAT I and SAT II exams as well as preparations for the Saudi 

Universities Standardized College Admission exam (Qiyas). SAAT and GAT examinations have had 

course and procedure preparations  to students for over the past three years with the specific aims to 

enable students to target pre-university qualifications if desired. These preparations will help student 

improve their overall linguistic skills, social studies, math and science courses with the enhanced critical 

thinking along with the study skills abilities that can express their analysis of content-based material in 

all subjects with accuracy and flair. Thus, over a period of two years, students will be trained to appreciate 

literature of different areas and from different cultures. They will also be able to enhance their knowledge 

in all subjects and use research-based skills in their study. The courses will also enable them to form 

informed opinions and judgments about what they read through logical analysis of structure and 

language. And for the English courses, students are being trained to produce discursive, argumentative, 

narrative and descriptive written work as well.   

  

  

  

  


